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Until Raging Waters Subside Full Extent of Disaster Cannot Be Know

DEAD FLOATING
ABOUT IN RUINS;

SCORES MISSING

(Continued From First Page.)

The fire destroyed eight buildings in the business centre
of Dayton.. Soon afterward notice was posted announcing
that the city was “under martial law,” and several com.

panies of soldiers arrived from neighboring Ohio cities. |

Desperate Conditions Throughout Ohio.

(Special to The Times-Dispateh. )

New York, March 26.—It is feared that the death |

roll of the great flood that swept the Northern Ohio
Valley yesterday and to-day may exceed 3,000.
Estimates of the number of dead in the flood and fire
swept city of Dayton vary from 500 to 2,500. Scores of
ersons are unaccounted for, and many bodies are float-
ing about the ruins, which will add materially to the death

total.

At least 500,000 persons have been left homeless in
the flooded territory of Ohio and Indiana, and the prop-
erty loss may reach the enormous total of $100,000,000.

The city of Dayton has been placed under martial
law, with Major Smith, of the National Guard, in com-
mand. Additional militia has been ordered from various
points in Ohio to assist in the relief work.

Flood Abates, but Fire Continues.

While the flood has abated, the fire, which has burned | |
during the day in the business centre of the city, con-|

tinues, and thousands of persons who are marooned in
the buildings are in peril. Dynamite has been used freely
in blowing up many of the larger buildings, while the

heavy downpour during the afternoon tended greatly to |
!

check the flames.

Indianapolis is threatened with a disaster almost as|

reat as befell Dayton. Transportation with the city
rom all outside points is entirely cut off, and there is

danger of a famine. Forty thousand persons are refugees | b\
Two hundred are reported |§

from their flooded homes.

drowned and several deaths have been |

reported during the day awing to pri-
vatlon and exposure, The Indlana
River I8 still rising and a heavy down-
pour has contlnued durlng the day.

Reporte are arriving hourly from
scores of cltiea and towns in Ohlo and
prove that Btate to be the worst suf-
ferer.

Cincinnatl s partially flooded, and
the Ohlo River had reached the fAfty-
Elx-font level early to-night, and sixty
feet Is expected by morning. Thousands
of parsons have heen driven from thelr

llvea are reported lost, and a heavy |

damage to private and public service

corporation property has been Incurred.
Colllers, ™. Va, was flooded early

to-day, with a heavy loss of 1ifa.

At Whesling. W. Va.. four persans wara |

drowned when Wheellng Cresk overflowed its

banks. The Ohlo River Is rising hourly, and |

threatens to averfiow befars morning.

A terrific wind and raipstorm ewept over
the western and northern sections of New
Yourk State to-day. Heports from Buffalo,
Rachestar and other places indicate that the
severity of the stoerm continues,

Buffaln har already suffared a property

hotnes and much damage done by the |19 estimated at over $1.000.600. Practically

wial .

Columbus In In Total Darkness.

Columbus, O, in In total darkness.
ahd rallroad communication with the
rest of the State has becn cut off
Twenty-two deaths hiave occurred as
g8 result of the flood. A panle accurred
there to-day when the rumaor that the
3 t storage dam which furnlshes the
H1yv's water supply, had broken, spread
through the clty, This was later found
to be inearrect.

An uncontirmed report came from
the town of Piqua that haif of that
been wiped out with a loss

famine, being euntirsly without a sup-

ply of drinking water. Two deaths |y,

have occurred during the flood. Heavy

damage to all rallroad lines running |
out of here, inciuding the Lake Shore, |

Erle and the Pltisburgh and Lake

LTle

Several persong are reported dead in |

nd thm

the city of Ravenna, b, sands

nf dollars’ damnge has been done to |
property and rallroads in  that sec- |

Lin >
Hfteen persons AL reported

drowned In Zanesville, 0 Hundreds
of families have fled  thel homes,

while scores of others are marooned
by the high water. The great Y
hridge has been partially wrecked and
it may be found necessary to dynamite
it. The entire buslneas centre of the
city Is under from two to four feet
of water,

Terrible Conditlons at Wooster.

Ten persons have been drowned at
Wooster, O, and the sams canditions
of devastation prevall here az in many
other parts of the Stato.

At 1 o'clock this (Thursday) morn-
ing the Western Unlon Telegraph Cam-
pany reported the total loss of its line
of trunk wires between New York and
Chicago in the vicinity of Toledo, O.
All telephone wires were also report-
eéd ag gone, completely severing comni-
munication between the two great
cities of the country.

It Is thought here that the Maumee
River at Toledo, which has been ris-
ing rapidly, may have atitained such a
height that it has carrled away the
several bridges at that city and with
them the many wires connecting the
West with the East, The ielegraph
and telephone companies reported no
prospect of restoring any commuglica-
fion at this time.

New Element of Serlousness.

This new interruption to wire com-
munication adds a new element of
seriousness to the Ohlo situation. With
the entire State a vast inland lake,
and with rallroads washed out prac-
tically with but one exceplion, news
from the stricken citles in the wvast
flood zone is now practically unobtain-
ﬂh,'\"f this hour (1:34 A. M) the only

laca reached in Ohio Is Cincinnatl.
'he wire of the International News
Lervica In order to reach the city, was
rigged up to run from New York
through Washington to Richmond, and
from there across the South to At-
lanta. From there the line of wire
stretched westward to Memphis and
from Memphis to Nashville, the latter
clty having direct communication with
Cincinnatl. ]

Peru, Ind, is almost antirely under
water, and a loss of 300 people is re-
ported there, 'The flood still continues
and terrible conditions prevail., The
property loss is estlmated at $2,500,000,

Baven persons are reported drowne
in Terre Haute, and most of the resi-
dential district lg under water, The
damage is placed at $2,000,000,

It was reported Iate to-night that 200
persons were drowned In Wegt In-
dianapolis when a levee hroka, and
that part of the city was engulfed

Six deathrs have ocourred ap Fort
Wayne, Ind., among them four Ilittle
orphan glrls who were drowned whila
attempting to escape In a rowhoat.
Four thousand families are now home-
less, and the property damage |Is
anormous, *

Logansporty Ind., i= flooded with fAf-
teen feet of water, which extenda over
three-quarters of the clty Illr‘lurllng the
business and princlpal, resldential dis-
vtricts,  School boys from the Opylver
Afllltary Academy are alding {p the
rescus work.

Pennsylvania Towns Suirer,

Scores of towns and villages through
Western Pennsylvania have sufgrered
heavily from floods which haya pre-
valled there for two days. Numerous

all saanufacturlng piants in the city are
cloaed.

Two persons are reporied drowned in the
ruburbs of Rochester Much damage has

!mrrunl)' heen done in that part of tha Stute

by the windmtorm and the faods which fol-

| lowed

All tnwnx in the Geneses Valley repart

serjous damage as a resuit of the fiood which

swept over Lhat section to-day. Practically
all wransportation In the Adirendacks has
bean euspended

The Hudsan Plvar e reported to have
reached a higher level In the northern PArt
of the =tate than at any time in the finst
fifteenn yearse. The main dam ncross the

| Hudson, at Paiser Falls. was carrled awny

this

fternoon. and heaviy damage dane 1o

| the miilis of the Internationsl Paper Com-
F[l-‘U._\'.

It was repnrted at

Albany toe-night that
in nll the rivers and
A noet been res -
tog is belng taken
e of life and prop-

tContlaved From First Pages.)
moxt completely demoralized clty in
the grent flood distriet in Indinnn,
Fort Waysne, Logansport, Lofaveties

and Terre Haute have ciperienced loxn
of life and great pProperty damage,

with practically all publie service de-

stroy¥ed In enach of theae places,

Indlounpolls hasw n ceortaln loss o
life In the western ponrt of the eity
from the great flood cxpanscs nlong
White River, and an Inestimable prop-
erty loss in the mont substantial resi-
dence dintricts through the overflow
of Fnll Creek. Water fell raphlly in
the lnter dintrict durlug the day, but
there was mo consequentnl nhatement
of the waters In Wenst Indianapolis.

Three ¥Flood Dinstricys.

'_l‘hr:—o distinct flood districts pre-
?al]l throughout the State. cach but a
few miles wide, Yot sweeplng across
the entire widih of Indlana. [n the
north, all the towns and cities along
the Wabash and ire larger tributarics
ire  affectéd;, White River swWeeps
through central Indiana, with Indian-
apnlis the greatesg sufferer: White
Water River drains a valley in the
middle gouthern portlon of the State,
whers many towns and smal]l cities
have been affected. Smaller streams
throughout the wvallevs, all tributary
o ane or the other of the thres prin-
cipal rivers, are swollen and causing
more or less damage,

Flood deaths may never he accurate-
ly known, and probably It will be Hev-
eral days before even approximately
correst flgures may be obtalned. Y-
forts of all flood relief workers were
direeted to-day toward rescuing per-
sons still in dangéraus places and re-
lieving the suffering and wants ol

Map of Ohio Showing Cities Swept by Floods
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the homeless. The Peru death 1ist still |of the population in this sectlon of the

is placed at from sixty to 300. 1t i8|eity, and mearly all of them lived in
gEenerally adimitied that act least| i

twenty have perished in West Indjan- °M€-8torx homes, now covered by wa-
apols, where the flnod struck foreign ter- Tt Is this sltuation that mnken
auarters and poorer homes with over- uneertain the estimntes of the loss of
Whemlng suddenness Inst night. SIX life, as there s no manner of telling
denths were reported fromy Fort
\Wavne, three from Newcastla, two
from Lafayvette, ona from Rushvillse,
one from Muncle and five scatiering
throtghatit the State, in additlon to

been trapped In these lttle dwellings.
Many women rescued in West Indlan-
ajpolis were takem from itheir flooded

places vesterday, nafe. Physiclans wwere unnble to meet
Slagle Block Out of Water. the demand for medienl attention for

The most relinble Information obtaln- the refugeen, nnd worked at n Ereat
able from Peru sald that but a slogle disndvantage, for all the fMlood vietims
bloek of the eity remnlos altogether sulfered much from ecxposure, even
out of the water, and that thousands nfter belng removerd from the ywnter.
tire pncked Into bulldings In a samall Governor Ralston vislted nx much

jmrea downtown. Six were sald to have of thix scetion of the clty ns possible,

suffocated Iin the crowds nt the court- pnd the suffering he wmuw there, com-
house, which »till Is ont of svater, bined with reports of Increasing dixns-

At Logaunsport flood waters of the ter throughout the State, led him to
Wahash are sixteen feet deep on the prepare lnte to-day o procinmation to
floors of the IPPennsylvania  Railroad be issucd to-morrow, ealllug for von-
“tatlon, nnd ecadets from the Culver tributions of money, food and eloth-
Military Academy were rushed to Lo- Ing. Secretary of War Garelson offered

(gnnsport to ald in the rescoe nnd re- nssistance from the War Depurtment,
|Hef of weores of people marooned In bhut Governor Ralston suld he would

the business district, uut eall for this ald unless Indinnn cit-
In West Indlanapolis one pitiahle fale izens are not able to tnke enre of

|ofter enother added to the horrors of the situntion.

WHEN NIGHT FALLS:

the flond story during the entire lay. ITudianapolis sireet CArs remnin
Alght fell there on an uncompleted standing in the streets, swhere they
work of rescue, affer more than 500 were stopped yexterday morniog, when
persona had taken to n eingle landing the power house was flonded. All in-
wintlon at Blaine Avenue and Morrls [ terurhan lines are at n standutill, and

Strect, where favilities were increnxed the stenm rouins are having pour suec- |

| to nineteen rowboats, # launch and two  cess in getting tralns out of the clty.
bur |

conoen. Frowm three to four persons The water serviee probahly cannot he
were brought In ench lhoniload from resumed within thirty-six hours. Al

the mecound floors of houses anid from avallable sater supplies nre helng |

the roofs of one-story bulldings. ‘taxed to the tumost 1o provide n sennt
Poorer clanses conatlitute n majority | supply of good water.

THOUSANDS DEAD

IN FLOODED ZONE

(Continued From First Page.)
hurled against them. The loss through cessation of traffic cannot he esti-
mated.
Only Two Roads Maintain Communication.
Only two roads, the Michigan Central and the Lake Shore, maintained

communication with New York over their own lines, those farther south |

finding mile after mile of their right of way under a fathom of water,
The railroads arve planning to repair the damage done to their prop-
erly as speedily as possibie. Men and material are being rushed to every
accessible point where damage has been reported, and active repair work
will be begun as soon as the floods recede.
Telegraph and telephone wires in the stricken district are down, Long

distance telephone service to Ohio was cut off with the exception of connec- |
tions with Toledo and Cleveland. Wires through Indiuna were down in |
many places, and some of the devastated towns were cut off from all

communication.

Serious Avound Pittshurgh. ern Pennsylvania reports of se\‘nrnll

: ) i - leaths by drowning and a heavy prop-

Pittsburgh, Pa.. March 26.—A heavy | f8at Yy dr AL Savy prop
flood is ngi.:il‘li.', in n major portion of Erl_\ ]I‘m.u are being received "almost
the valley séction surrounding this | Pourly.  Thousands have bheen made
ity for many miles, Many suburhs h_'_"'!'mhmﬁ‘ and chaotic conditions pras
have heen damaged in ¥onme cnases to h«lil In all of the deluged towns.  Thae
an enormous extent. From Meadville, | Y2UT supplles and the lighting plants

tirely.

Scene in Flood-Swept Indianapolis

IWENTY PERSONS

[ e S S A R o

Pittaburgh. March 26.—Western and North-
ern Pennsylvanle and parts of West Vir-
ginia are facing u serlous flond sltuation to-
night. A few fatalltles hiave bean reported.
The property loss will run Inico reveral mil-
Hon  dollars. Pennsyivanina State conatabu-
lary I8 on duty at Sharon to-night, and an-
oiher troop of tha State's mounted pulice |=
en route to thix clty tor duty In the Beaver
Valley, weat nf hers.

At Sheron., Pa., Lwently persons are report-

|1n River overfowed lta bhanks, The property
Lt
closs Lo $2,000,000

Mitlila Stranded.

Lima, Ohls, Mared 26.—Thirtean
carloads of milltiamen from Lima,
Ada, Vanwaert, Canton, Bucyrus,
Galion and Kenton, eight companies
in all, on their way to Dayton to apd
in tha flood rescue work, are strancd-
ard at Sidney, Ohlo, to-night. Advices
from thero state that they will wale
until morning, try for transportation
to Plqua, and thence march to Dayton.
A trainload of militia from Clevéland
lnnd Mansfleld will reach Lima at mld-
night via Crestline

how many entlre families mny hnve |

hames anconsclous or succumbed to the |
| definite reports nf deaths in severai  excitement nfter realizing they were

|

Of1 City, Beaver Falls, New Castle, huve heen put out of commission en- |
Sharon and other small cities in Waost-

L05T AT SHARON

e Lo have bean drowned when the Shenan. |

nmuge In Sharon and yicinity 13 sald to be

|

| been many of the water’s prisoners in the burned
ings. Soon afterward notice w
of the emergency committee ann

was under “martial law,” and several

| ecompanles of soldlera arrived from
nelighboring Ohio clties. The soldiers |

were emploved to patrel edeges of the
submerked distrlet and prevent fur-
ther looting of homes fraed from the
fload’s grasp. Up to a late hour to-
night there had heen no material dis-
order.
Frantic Work Done by Rescne Squad,
lescue squads worked frantically to-
fay to throw back the veil that hides
the true story of the Dayton digaster—
the number of dead. Late to-night the

the elty, now cut off by the Blg Mlami's
Impassabie barrier, may be nenetrated,

FIRE IS DESTROYING
' WHAT HAS ESCAPED
RAVAGES OF FLOOD

{ (Continuerd From First Page.)

as posted in headquarters
ouncing that the city
he learned tha

hundreds Imprisonad by
poured down

The list nf dead was added
the death of a refugee. | Smith In tha rescua work,
Inte to-night that
of dead had heen
houses at Fifth and
rescuers worked thelr way
the partially submerged dwellin

) found & number of the
arrival of motor boats gave hope that | whoe

by to-morrow the northern sectlon of | hun
Alrendy overburdened vietims of the
wera compelled

afternoon by
wWas reported

Engle Streets, but

water's wrath

fer agaln to-day In a oold, smarting
| Flrst that appeared to threaten thal
to the block hounded by Second ah
Third Strecta and Jefterson and SE
Ulair Streets.  In the block are the
"ourth Natlional Bank. Lattiman Drug
Uompany, Evans Wholesale Drug Com-=
pany and severnl commlsslion housed.
It was impnsalble to get within two’
mlles of the fire and from that distands
It appeared that explosions, probably
of drugs, made the firn seam of larger
proportions than [t was. It appearad
to have about burnad {tself out, and
It was not helieved It would spread
to aother blocks. By
Many Caught in Trap by Flood and
Fire.

It was Impossible to ascertaln. even

approximataely, the number of persons

| Who might have been marooned in this
| sectlon, and who dled after belng s

trapped by flood and fire.

Nevertheless, rescus work went
steadlly on, and about 3,000 persona’
were housed In places of refuge to-
night, tha maljority of them in bulld-
Ilngs of the Natlonal Cash Reglstar .
Compuny. At least 65,000 persons ares
imprisoned in homes and in business
y buildings. It Is feared thelr two dave
Imprisonment with accompanying
hunger and fright have caused tre-
| mendnous suffering.

Dayton was practlcally ocut off from
wire communication until late this af-
| ternoon.

Two oarsmen who braved the cur-
rent that awirled through tha businesa .
aection of the city to-day reported that
the water at the Algonquin Hotel, at
| the southwest carner of Third and Lu;-
low Streats, was fifteen feet deep. From
windowa in the hotsl and buslness
|hutlrlings hundreds of the marooned
! begged plteously for rescus and food.
| Ths oaramen sald they saw no bodles
fioating on the flood, but declared .that
! many persons must have perished in
the water's sudden rush through the
streets.

Oarsmen who worked Into the ouf-
|skirts of the business section to-night
(reported that 250 persons maroonad in
the Arcade Building and 200 Impris-
onad in the Young Men's Christian As-
roclation bullding were begging for
waltor, T

Shortage of Provisl Threat d

A shortage of provisions was lhreaé-
ened this afternoon, when it was re-
ported many rellaf tralns bound to
Dayton from nelghboring clties had
been stopped by high water, Bvery
grocar in the city had been "sold out™
before noon. It was helieved that the
relief trains might creep In durlng the
‘night

Encouragement was recelved in a
| meseags from the Mayor of Springfield
to-night, who sald he was sending six
! big trucks loaded with provisfons; that
should reach Dayton early to-morrow
' morning. e

Messages from the flood's prisoners
in tha business sectlon sald chlldreh
were crying for milk, whila thelr el-
ders suffered from thirst that grew
hourly.

A report that the dam above Day-
|ton threatened to break added to thé
lelty's tarror to-night. If the dam
| breaks It will pour in a flood that will
| hold up rescue work for days. i
| d

NORE SULDERS - |
 FORRESCUE WORK

Phoneton, 0O, March 28—(10:30 P.
M.)—Major Smlith, commanding the
| State Natlonal Guard, requested Ad-
Jutant-General Wood at Columbus ta
| dispateh additional militiamen as soon

fate of |as possibla to ald In the work af

| rescuing the maroonad persons [n
| Davton. >

| A vcommittes on public safety has
| been organized by the cltizens of Day-
| tan, and are co-operating with Major

Tha American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company has established a tela-
phona station at the foot of a tela-

intn | phona pols at the north flood limit
g5 they on the outakirts of Dayton. This has
flood’s prisoners  heen placed at the disposal of Major
and | Smith

Messages will be transmitted from
(survivors to relatives and friends out-

auf- side as fast nas possible,

Are missing a good

thing if you are not

reading every Sunday
the Feature Secton of
The Times-Dispatch.
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